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The state debt, however, rests still 
more easily on the shoulders of the 
average citizen, being only one third as 
great as that of the nation. The total 
state indebtedness in 1913 was $422,- 
797,000, and the net debt — that is, the 
total debt less sinking-fund assets — was 
$345,942,000, or $3.57 per capita. The 
net debt increased by 44.5 per eent. 
between 1902 and 1913, and the per 
capita net debt by 18 per eent. 

The total county debt in 1913 
amounted to $393,207,000, of which 
amount $371,528,000, or $4.33 per 
capita, was net debt. The net indebted- 
ness increased by 89 per cent, between 
1902 and 1913, and the per capita net 
indebtedness by 55 per cent. By far 
the greatest item of indebtedness in this 
country is that of municipalities. This 
amounted in 1913 to an aggregate of 
$3,460,000,000, of which $2,884,883,000, 
or $54.27 per capita, represented net 
indebtedness. The rate of increase in 
net indebtedness between 1902 and 
1913 was 114 per cent. 

While the nations of Europe are in- 
volving themselves in the toils of debts, 
we should use our vast surplus wealth 
to pay the national, state and municipal 
debts, even those contracted for public 
improvements. We save every year 
about $100 for each adult and child of 
the country and waste about an equal 
sum. It would be well if this wealth 
could be invested for the benefit of each, 
and education and scientific research 
are the most productive of all invest- 
ments. 

SCIENTIFIC ITEMS 
We record with regret the death of 
Karl Eugen Guthe, professor of phys- 
ics in the University of Michigan and 
dean of the Graduate School, in Han- 
over, Germany; of John Howard Van 
Amringe, long dean of Columbia Col- 
lege and professor of mathematics; of 



Carlos J. Einlay, known for his advo- 
cacy of the theory that yellow fever :s 
transmitted by mosquitoes; of A. J". 
Herbertson, of Wadham College, Ox- 
ford, professor of geography in the 
university; of Julius von Payer, the 
distinguished polar explorer and artist, 
of Vienna, and of Guido Goldschmiedt, 
professor of chemistry in the Univer- 
sity of Vienna. 

Dr. Jacques Loeb, of the Bocke- 
feller Institute for Medical Research, 
has been elected a foreign fellow of the 
Linnean Society, London. — Dr. David 
Bancroft Johnson, president of Win- 
throp Normal and Industrial College, of 
Bockhill, S. C, has been elected presi- 
dent of the National Education Associa- 
tion, in succession to Dr. David Starr 
Jordan, chancellor of Stanford Univer- 
sity. 

A memorial to Johann C. Beil, the 
anatomist, has been erected in Halle. 
It stands in front of the university 
clinic, the seat of his labors until 
called to Berlin in 1810. He died in 
1813, aged fifty-five years. — A bronze 
bas-relief — the work of Mr. S. N. Babb 
— is about to be ereeted in St. Paul's 
Cathedral in memory of Captain Scott 
and his companions who perished in the 
Antarctic. At the request of the com- 
mittee responsible for the memorial an 
inscription has been written by Lord 
Curzon, which reads as follows: "In 
memory of Captain Eobert Falcon Scott, 
C.V.O., E.N., Dr. Edward Adrian Wil- 
son, Captain Lawrence E. G. Oates, 
Lieut. Henry E. Bowers and Petty Offi- 
cer Edgar Evans, who died on their re- 
turn journey from the South Pole in 
February and March, 1912. Inflexible 
of purpose, steadfast in courage, reso- 
lute in endurance in the face of un- 
paralleled misfortune. Their bodies 
are lost in the Antarctic ice. But the 
memory of their deeds is an everlasting 
monument. ' ' 



